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ot “Having, sac the head of a noble house § a. teat 
= 6 Kiiroki is reacquainted with & 
eS at a young age, urol ‘is reacquain ed wi : 

= his school friends Arima, ata dinner party. 2 & pe p 
= ee | Though r rumors are @ flying about Arima, Hey 4 
a & | Kuroki is nonetheless drawn to the — 
& "whimsical, no-account Arima. ~ > 
= | However, since he must live his life for his 


noble house, he understands to a painful & 
extent that he is not free to fall in love 
where he likes. While attempting to Stifle : 
his ever more violent feelings, he deflects 
his awakening love. : 

Even so, Kuroki doesn’t want tos sever 
his ties to Arima... 
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In the Shade Among 
the Greenery, with 
Sim Filtering 
Through 


aa 


PLEASE 
KNOCK, 


LKeEP 
TELLING 
YOU THAT, 
KIKUKO, 


Let's 
WALK 
WITH THE 
SUN 
BEATING 


DOWN ON 
a" © 


IT FEELS 
GOOD TO MOVE 
@ETWEEN THE 
INTERVALS 
OF LIGHT AND 
SHADOW. 


YOU TAKE AS 
MUCH TIME TO 
GET READY AS 
THE AVECAGE 
WOMAN. 


00 You o1s- 
LIKE GOING 
‘OUT THAT 
‘MUCH? 





DON'T SAY 
SUCH VULGAR 
THINGS. 


IT’S NOT 
CUTE AT 
ALL. 


THE 
MEIJI 
PERIOD 
ENDED 
BARELY 


A 
ys 


DON’T WORRY, 

I’M ONLY HALF 

AS DEPRESSED 

AS I'M GOING 
TO BE. 


ARE YOU 
SAVING THE 
OTHER HALF 

FOR YOUR 
WEDDING? 


TEN YEARS 


THAT 
EPOCH WAS 
FADING, BUT 

PEOPLE'S 
HEARTS: 
HAON’T 

CHANGED 

MUCH, 


AGO. 


IT DOESN'T 
MATTER FOR 
MEN. 


YOU SHOULON’T 
MAKE SUCH A 
DEPRESSED 
FACE OVER A 
DINNER PARTY. 


BUT ONII- 
SAMA, YOU'RE 
NOT CUTE 
WHEN YOU 
TALK LIKE THAT 
EITHER. 








OO YOU REALLY 
HATE THE IDEA OF 
SUCCEEDING THE 









" ESPECIALLY FAMILY THAT 
WHEN IT COMES: MUCHP 
TO ENFORCING 
TRADITION. 








YASUI. 





T’'LL BRING 
IT UP RIGHT 
NOW. 






IS THE CAR 
READY? 
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U BUT HE MIGHT ane \ A! 
| pf} NOT LIKE THAT \\\\ 
Se MUCH EITHER. \\ : = 
\ f 
aaa \\ \\ J LWONDER 


3 \ é 

Roe \ IF HE’O BE 
\ 4 HAPPY IF 

\ We COLLO 


\ \ CHANGE 
7 \ { \\\\ a oni-sama PLACES, 
\ eat\\\e \ . ‘ANO ME. 





I'M SO 
sorey YOUR 


GE HERE. 


OH, THINK 
NOTHING 
OF IT! 


ANDO A 
HANOSOME 





COUNT 


THANK YOU 
KUROKI. 


FOR COMING. 


THANKS FOR 
YOUR HELP 
THAT OTHER 

TIME. 


ANO T AM CERTAIN 
THAT YOUR FATHER 
SINGS PRAISES TO 
THE SKY ABOVE 
FOR HAVING SLICH 
A SPLENDID SON. 


THEAe 
TALK OF 
MARRIAGE, 


ANO I’M SURE 
THERE APE 
MANY EAGER 
CANDIDATES. 


7 


- 


I’M NOT 
GOOD WITH 
WOMEN. 


AND ESPECIALLY 
NOT WHEN THE 
MOTIVE IS SO 

VuLeGAe AND 
TRANSPARENT. 


fi 


IT'S BEEN SO 
LONG, COUNT 
KUROKI! 


PLEASED 
TO MEET 
you. 


I'M KUROKI 
SOUTA. 


I'M A TERRIBLE 
DANCER. I'D 
LOVE TO, BUT I 
OON’T WANT TO 
STEP ON SUCH 
A FINE YOUNG 
LADY'S FEET. 


WAHAHA! ) 
HOW MODEST! a 


THIS IS MY 
DAUGHTER 
SHE'S YURIKO, 
TURNING 17 
THIS YEAR. 


THAT'S RIGHT, 
YURIKO! WHAT DO. 
YOU THINK OF 
KUROKI-OONO AS 
A DANCE PARTNER? 


























SORRY TO 
— INTERRUPT 
YOUR CON- 
VERSATION. 
IT’S OUST 
S THE SON OF SEEING SUCH 
THE ARIMA ‘A OEAG OLO 
HOUSEHOLO FACE...! 
IS CERTAINLY 
pred WELCOME! 
ANO OLDER 
BROTHER'S 
SCHEOULES Z 
WON'T ALLOW 
IT, I'M AFRAIO =, pr 1 
WE'RE INFLICTING 
THE YOUNGER ) 
SON YOU! } 
THEN IT’S 
SETTLED, 
WHEN WE 
LEAVE IF YOU'O 
LIKE TO 
HAVE A 
LONG TALK 
AFTER THIS, 
SHALL WE 
HAVE A 
ORINK? 






















































































I've 




























































































GREETINGS! 































































































WANTEO 
TO TALK 
WITH YOU 
FOR SO. 
LONG... 





It’s 





RIGHT. 


ass 





sorry FOR 


INTERRUPTING, 


KUROKI. 



































JUST PUT A 
LITTLE MORE 
EFFORT INTO IT, 


your FACE 
1S TOO EASY 
TO READ. 


HE'S A 
FRIEND FROM 
SCHOOL... 


THE SECOND 
SON OF THE 
ARIMA FAMILY, 
KUROKI- 
DONO. 








My, 
GOODNESS, 





SUCH AN AT- 
TRACTIVE MAN, 
ISN'T HEP 
: 
r’mconceeneo \ | | 
THAT THAT 
YOUNG MAN IS 
‘A DANGER TO 
PUBLIC MORALS. 
HE GOES 
AFTER NOT 
ONLY WOMEN 
BUT MEN AS 
WELL. 








= wf | 











THAT'S WHAT 
THE RUMORS 
2 9° SAY, ANYWAY... 
RUMORS..,? 





He’LL 
EMBRACE 
ANYONE, AS 
LONG AS THEY 
‘SUIT HIM, THEY 
SAY. 


Ok, 


‘mer 


i 


EXCUSE 
ME. 








MY ONLY 








ALWAYS 
SMILING JUST 
LIKE THAT. 


sO, 
LISTEN. 


AS ISAIO, 
IT CAN'T GO 
FURTHER 
THAN THAT. 


T UNOER- 
STAND. 


THANK 
you. 
WELL, KEEP 
YOuR spie- 
ITS uP. 




































I DION’T KNOW 
YOU HAO SUCH 
TASTES. 














WHAT A 
SMOOTH 
= OPERATOR, 
SPYING ON ME 
ez] LIKE THAT, 









































KUROKI. 




























































































OON'T 
SPOUT 
SUCH 
FOOLISH- 
NESS. 








OH, I OON’T. 
THAT WAS 4 
FAREWELL 
GIFT, 












IT’S THOUGHT- 
LESS, DOING 

SUCH THINGS IN A 

PLACE LIKE THIS. 





THAT BOY 
HE HAS 
THESE IS QUITTING 


INCLINA- SCHOOL. 


TIONS, 
HIS PARENTS’ 
‘ BUSINESS 
BUT SURELY FAILEO. 
THEY’O NEVER \ 
FORGIVE HIM. 











WASN'T THAT 
BRAVE OF HIM? 


HE SAIO, “IF I COULO 
HAVE A PARTING GIFT, 
THEN 1'O LIKE A KISS.” 




































SO YOU 
O10 IT? 












































SO IF IT’S A _—ll 
FAREWELL GIFT, Aire 
THEN YOU'D 00 J 5) 

IT FOR ANYONE? ST 
Age You 
SHOCKED? 
jf 


vw 


THEN YOU COULD 


00 IT WITH MEP 









































THAT'S 
RIGHT. 


AF 
= 











I WOULO, 


AS LONG AS 
IT WASN'T 
SOMEONE I 
DION’T LIKE. 




































































OH, NO, I 


/ WOULON’T 00 
Y IT WITH YOU. 
















IF I WERE TO 


Ww 00 SUCH A 
THING WITH THE 
FUTURE COUNT 


KUROKI 





IT WOULD 
INTERFERE Tl 


WITH YOUR: 
OBLIGATIONS. 
4, 
aha has 



















TWAS 
JOKING. 





I’M STUDYING 
MEDICINE NOW. 








THE OLOEST 
AEMNAPAMLY 
" IL 
gackeoon 1S THE ONE 
STUDYING WHO INHER- 
ABROAD IN MS. 
GERMANY, AND 
NOW I'M AT 
THE IMPERIAL 
UNIVERSITY. 


I'VE HEARD 
YOU'VE TAKEN 
CHARGE OF 
SOME OF YOUR 
FATHER’S AF- 
FAIRS, BUT... 


I SEE. 
YOU'RE A 
SECOND 
SON, 
RIGHTP 


ARE YOU 
GOING TO BE 
A o0cTOR, 
THEN? 


WHAT 
ABOUT YOU, 
KUROKIP 


you’ 
INHERIT 
ANO THEN 
BECOME A 
STATESMAN, 
AS EX- 
PECTED? 





YOU'RE 
NOT JUST 
GIVING LIP, 
ARE YOU? 


THAT PRETTY 
MUCH SUMS. 
IT ue. 


I HAVE THE 
SITUATION... 


ANO THE 
MONEY, SO I 
HAVE NO NEED 


TO DO SUCH 
THINGS. 


IT’S JUST 
THAT... 


I’M NOT 
GIVING LP 


BUT I HAVE 
NO INTEREST 
WHATEVER IN 

BEING A 

STATESMAN. 





















I, WHO HAVE 
NOTHING, 
STILL HAVE 
MANY 
THINGS TO 
PROTECT. 







TO BE IN THE 
SERVICE FOR 
MANY YEARS 

TO COME TO A 

GREAT FAMILY, 





(fo 





«ANO I SAID 

SOME THINGS T 

SHOULON'T 
HAVE. 












TO MY 
YOUNGER 
SISTER, 
TO MY 
RELATIVES... 





Hey, 
KUROKI. 





YOU CAN 
ASK ME WHAT 
IT’S ABOUT, 
BUT... IT'S: 
NOT THAT T 
DON’T LIKE 


OH, YOU JUST 
DON’T LIKE THE 
UGLY ONES, 
HUH? 


OH, SO 
THAT'S IT? 


guT YOU 
SHOULO Have = MTMAAT?, 
COMPLIMENTED 
HEe A LITTLE. 















































b i 
NS 


WELL, I JUST 
THOUGHT T 
SHOULD 
CHANGE THE 


euT UBT 
WHAT SUBJECT, 


ASOUT 


I WONDERED IF 
YOU DISLIKED HER, 
ANDO SO I PLAYED 
THE ROLE OF 
“RESCUE BOAT.” 


THERE’S NO 
REASON 
TOn. 

WHAT 

ARE YOU 
SAYING 

ALL OF A 

SUDDEN?! 





YOU WERE 
MAKING SUCH A 
FACE AT THAT 
YOUNG LADY 
EARLIER, 





IT GOES 
WITHOUT SAYING 
THAT I CHOOSE 

MY PARTNERS. 


LOOKS HAVE 
NOTHING TO. 
00 WITH IT... 


I’M NOT 
SOMEONE 
LIKE YOU WHO 
cAN seouce | \\ 
ANYONE WITH- 
OUT A SECOND 
THOUGHT. 


BUT THAT'S 
NOT TRUE. 





HAVE YOU 


HEARO THE 
RUMORS? 












































THE SOUND 


INSECTS. 
IS NICE, 


ISN‘T IT, 
KURO- 


EVERYTHING 
SHOWS ON 
YOUR FACE. 








THAT T 







EMBRACE 
BOTH MEN 
AND WOMEN 
= | WITHOUT o1S- 
= TINCTION?: 
YOU'RE WORRIED 
ABOUT BEING 
SEOUCED BY 
SUCH A MAN. 
THAT T HAVE 
HOMOSEXUAL 
\ INCLINATIONS? 
























































THAT RATHER 
THAN A 
RESCUE 
BOAT... 








I MIGHT BE A 
TRASH BARGE. 













YOU HAVEN'T 
CHANGED SINCE 
Our SCHOOL 






STUBBORN ANO 
FULL OF CHINKS IN 
YOUR ARMOR. 

























































YOU HAVEN'T 
YET GIVEN ME A 
FAREWELL GIFT. 





DO YOU 
REMEMBERP 








YOU CAN DO 
AS MUCH AS A 
FAREWELL GIFT. 



















IT SEEMS TO 
ME THAT YOU'LL 







OR IT 







ask YOU TO. convo Be A 
CONGRATULA- 
TORY GIFT ON 

MY INHERI- 






TANCE, 


WHEN I’M 


NOT JUST THE 
“FUTURE” BUT 
THE ACTUAL 
IT WILL COUNT, 
INTERFERE 
WITH MY 
OUTIES. 
























































[site YOU'RE 
& THE ONE WHO 
“<S SAID SO. 











fees 


BUT YOU 
WON'T, 





\ my, 


\\ 


GOODNESS, 


DON'T 
MAKE SUCH 
STRANGE 
JOKES, EVEN 
WITH A FRIEND, 











THAT'S 
6000. 


RIDE ON THE 
SH BARGE, 


GONE FOR A 
TRAS 


4 

rn 
£g 
Or 
Ze 

& 
29 
a= 































































































HAPPINESS? 








sO I'M 
GLAO IF HE 
WAS ABLE 

TO FINO 
HAPPINESS. 


00 YOU KNOW 

WHAT HAPPENED 
WITH THAT STU- 
DENT FROM THE 


ae OTHER TIME? 


THE “FARE- 
WELL GIFT” 
Guy. 


I’M PRETTY SURE 
I HEARD HE GOT 
MARRIEO. 


3 


I WAS A BIT 
WORRIED 
ASOUT HIM, 


BUT IT SEEMS 
HE MARRIEO THE 
OAUGHTER OF THE 
FAMILY WHO HELPED 
HIM RESTORE HIS. 
FAMILY’S BUSINESS. 















DID THAT MAN 
TRULY FIND. 
HAPPINESS? 


BEGGING FOR A 
KISS ON PARTING, 
WHILE CALLING IT A 
“FAREWELL GIFT.” 





ni i wl 'S THE 
I REMEMBER CLEACLY Lee worst! 


THE DESPAIC I FELT. 


iiss 


ROR THE FIRSTATINE 
INIMYALIRESASSIF‘IN: 

RRERTHEMTHCOESYOF A 
‘OF SEIZURE: 


THOUG! 
ARIMA IN: THAT; WAYS 


THE SEMEN ..'7 
THAT FLOWED 
ON MY PALM WAS 
RIDICULOUSLY HOT. 


WE LIVE IN 
A LIBERAL, 
DEMOCRATIC 


ee 
ae oe 
_ — 




















I KNOW THAT 
PEOPLE LIKE ME, 
FOR THEIC 
WHOLE LIVES 
UNTIL DEATH, 





WILL NEVER 

ACHIEVE FREEDOM 

NO MATTER HOW 

MUCH THEY WISH 
FOR IT. 








YES. THAT'S 
WHAT IT IS TO. 
BE ON THE 
TRASH BARGE, 
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HURRY AND }.. 
































CALL THE 
oocToR! \ ~ 
~S 
& Vf 4 > 
J Oe 
: a 
pee pat SS - 
ee aes — 
Ay ie THE WO! 

as WOUND 

\Y) ee ON HIS BACK 

IN ANY CASE, ( Sy eut MIGHT LEAVE 

T’M @LAO HE oTHeewise, A SCAR, 
DION'T HIT . T'S A MINOR 
j HIS HEAD, T \ INgURY. 
g aS 
we £E 
wD \\ 
=~ T CAN f 
4 \A STILL HEAe ‘ j 
: by THE SOUND 
\, OF HIS FALL | 
IN MY OWN Hee vou “Ze Za i 
HEAO. — 
yes, ror youre fF 7 . = 
TRULY. HELP. H Wy J : ~~ S 





ce 


yes 














(WRIST AE HEU 
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LW AeA 
EY 3 | 


KIKUKO-SAMA. 
15 ALSO A 
CHILO OF THE 
FAMILY, BLT... 


T’LL COME 
CHECK HIS. 
PROGRESS: 
TOMORROW, 
BUT IF 
ANYTHING 
HAPPENS, 
CALL ME 
IMMEDIATELY, 


etn 
H OVE 
HIM CAREFULLY ay. 
ANO SOMETHING 
HAPPENS, IT 
WILL BE A Very 
SERIOUS 
MATTER. 





















































THE SCAP BA 
THAT TIME PEMINOS| 
ME EVERY MORNING) 

OF THE TYPE{OR 

PERSON I Wide 

BECOMES 















AN ORDINARY 
CHESS PIECE. 





IT’S BEEN A 
WHILE SINCE 
I'VE HAD THAT 
DREAM OF THE 
PAST. 


A TRIVIAL INCIDENT 
FROM CHILDHOOD... 
BUT AN INCIDENT I 
DON’T CARE TO 
REMEMBER. 

























































MY HEAD 
q HURTS A 
IS IT LITTLE... 
BECAUSE I 
DRANK MORE 
THAN USUAL 
YESTERDAY...? 














AND DID I 
é 4 HAVE THAT 
/ e DREAM 
BECAUSE 
| SEEING ARIMA 
MADE ME 
: REMEMBER. 
THE PAST.,,? 
\ } LE ny 
INSIDE ME ARE 
THINGS NOT 
WORTHY OF THE 
HEAD OF THE 
FAMILY. 
BACK WHEN I 
UNDERSTOOD THAT 
THERE ARE ACTIONS 
THAT CAN'T BE 
PERMITTED... 








PASATEEAD 
OMANOBEE, 
MOUSERAND, 

INEST HE RAWNI 

ORR THS 
HOUSES) 
RCOSPERITY, 


THAVEINOINEED' 
OPIN OMNES, 
WRIECESNG 





T'LL LEAVE 
EVERYTHING 
REGARDING 

THIS MATTER 
TO GREAT 
UNCLE. 
TLL ALSO BE 
ON SITE AS MUCH 
AS POSSIBLE, SO 
FOR NOW, HOW 
DOES THAT 


WELL, THEN, 
FOR THE 
PRESENT... 


T HAVE NO 
ROBLEM 
WITH HANDING 
: THIS WORK 
YES, THAT'S 
RIGHT. JUST = 
A MINUTE, ; 
|| THANK YOU 
||| VERY MUCH. 


Soper oiae 
TO REMEMBER 
ARIMA, EITHER. 








YOU'VE HAO 
SEVERAL 
FAMILIES 

BUT IS APPROACH 

THERE SOME YOU FOR 

WAY OF MARRIAGE 

ADVANCING — TALKS, 
THOSE OF 
CERTAIN 
FAMILIES 
PREFEREN- 

TIALLY? 


















I 
FINO THE 
MYAMA 
FAMILY IS 
A GOOD 
ONE. 














BECAUSE 
YOU'RE HEAD 
OF THE FAMILY, 
IT WOULO BE 
BETTER TO 
CONCLUDE AN 
AGREEMENT 
WITH 4 GOOD 
FAMILY SOON. 
















f INTERRUPT 
DURING 

YOUR CON- 
VERSATION, 


































YOU HAVE 











































































































BUT SINCE — SORRY TO ceeds 
THEY SAID 
\ YOue ALL OF A 
RELATIVES SUDDEN, 
WERE ALL 
GATHERED, T 
= THOUGHT T'O 
BE MADE TO 
WAIT UNTIL 
YOU WERE 
FINISHED. 
ARE YOU e 
ELAO T CAME \ 
TO 6€T YOU \ 
‘Out OF \\ 
i THERE? NY} 
SS \\ ) 
SS \ 
es oN \ 
I OON’T 
AMINO. 
THE VISITOR : 
I OION'T a> 
WANT TO = We 
SEE THE 
MOST... oy 








\\-——_ 
DION’T YOU \ = 
FORGET / 3 
your A 
eLoves? 2 
eusi- 








NESS? fe 


euT 
00 WHAT'S. 
YOU HAVE — THE 
SOME MATTER? 
URGENT 
BUSINESS : 
WITH MEP 


ss 


















































T OION’T... 



































































































































































































































*{ WELL, EVEN |; 
THOUGHT | 
OON'T HAVE 


ACTUAL 
BUSINESS, | 





MAN TO GO 
OUT OF HIS. 
WAY FOR A 
VISIT WITH NO 
BUSINESS 
IN MIND. 








ice TELL 


ME THIS IS 







ASOUT 
YESTERDAY? 


I THOUGHT 
WE WERE 
FINISHED 
WITH THOSE 

DRUNKEN 

RAMBLINGS... 



























































ACTUAL 
BUSINESS? 













































































Ue _ \ euSINeSS... 







FORGIVE 
ME. 


I REALLY 
DON’T HAVE 
ANY. 











Hi 
im 






























I OUST NOW 
CAME FROM A 
DISCUSSION 
ABOUT MARRIAGE 
NEGOTIATIONS. 


THEN MY VISIT 
CAME AT THE 
OPPORTUNE 

MOMENT! 











FAMILY 





MEETINGS 
T ALSO HAVE WITH ALL 
MEMORIES... HANOS ON 

DECK ARE 


USUALLY 
EQXS4 Hat soet 
OF THING. 


BEFORE THEY 
WERE ABLE TO 
NARROW IT 
DOWN TO ONE 
PERSON, T 
REFUSED, AND 
GOT A BIG 
SCOLDING 
FROM MY. 
GRANDFATHER. 


My 
GOODNESS, 
THOSE OLD 

PEOPLE SUPE 

DON’T KNOW 

HOW TO TAKE: 
A JOKE. 






THIS 1S 
DANGEROUS 
TERRITORY. 


"Rey 
















I'VE JUST 
TAKEN OVER 
THE FAMILY 

BUSINESS AND 
MY HEAD IS 
ENGAGE- FILLEO WITH 

MENTS ANO BUSINESS. 
SUCH... T MATTERS. 

OON’T HAVE 

TIME FOR 

THAT NOW. 


FROM THE 
FACT THAT 
YOU BOLTED, 
T HAVE THE 
FEELING THAT 
YOU OON’T 
WANT TO GET 
MARRIED, 
KUROKIP 









I SEE. 
IT’S ONLY 
NATURAL. 






































BREEZE. 


SHOULO WE 
0 DOWN 















































SINCE LONG AGO, 
THOSE EYES THAT 
SEEM TO BE ABLE 
TO SEE THROUGH 
PEOPLE 
SOMEHOW... 





WHETHER HE 
UNDERSTANDS 
OR NOT, 


we SAYING 
NOTHING, BUT 
ONLY SMILING. 

HE’S THAT KIND 


OF MAN. 
ONA 


WHIM... 












SUMME 
THAT BAD? 


SURE 
WAS, 


AS ett al 
T PREFER 
SRPANESE 
SUMMER. 


/ Noldoter 
HELP. HATING 
Ne THOSE EYES. \ \ 
eS \\ 


a 


Sc 


































































































































































































































THERE’S 
NO RAINY 
















SEASON 

BUT IN JAPAN, LIKE IN 

WE GIVE SUCH SO THERE’S JAPAN, 
DELICATE 


NO MOISTURE 


ATTENTIONS, IN THE Ale. 





APPRECIATE, 
AS WELL AS. 
THE PEOPLE. 


HEY, 
KUROKI, YOU 
COME OUT 
HERE TOO. 


sO 
NOWHERE’S. 


BUT EVERY- 
ONE SAYS: 
GERMANY’S: 
CLIMATE IS 


BESIDES, 
YOU'RE 
WEARING MY 

ONLY PAIR OF 

SANDALS. 






WELL, IF 
THAT'S ALL IT 
1S, THEN... 



















IT'LL GE FINE 
IF WE EACH 
WEAR ONE. 


















& 

















I CAN'T GO su COME 
FAR LIKE HERE 













ME 
a SEE THE |, THIS, YOU WITH 
_ | SUNLIGHT “A 3 NEMHEe KNOW. SOME- 
FILTERING | gt iia 
THROUGH NO-= 


THE 
TREESP |, 











y 





. ae 
ee _ 
OG 
c wy 


— _ 

















IT'S AS IFA 
HOLE OPENED LIP 
SO THE LIGHT 
COULD SHINE 
THROUGH. 





ISN'T IT? 


THAT'S WHY 
I SAIO TO 
COME. 

















Ray 


Step \ 
‘ 


HOW 
€{ UNKINO. 


I WONDER 
WHAT THOSE 
TWO ARE UP 


ONII-SAN’S: 
UKE A LITTLE 
KIO, FROLICKING 
LIKE THAT! 





























I WONDER 
HOW LONG 
IT'S BEEN... 
SINCE HE'S 
LOOKED LIKE 
HE’S HAVING 
FUNP 




























































































































































































































































































\" WHAT? 


6wahahahal! 

HEARO THAT ONLY ILO 

THE DOCTOR HAD 
COME, SO... 


THAT'S ME. 
THE DOCTOR. 


y, 


fay 














GETTING 
INJURED ACTING 
< LIKE A KIO?! ————— 
ie) 
Vy Za 
J | 
- 
SPRAINING l 
LI 
ANKLE?! ~ wed 2X 
aa | 
ahs Seles 
aoa 
a Ay 
= WI IZass 
_ if WA 


YOU HAVE 


NS] A euest>y 











7X 
DN 


THIS 1S MY 
SCHOOL 
FRIENO, 1 

ARIMA \ 
PLANNING TAKAHITO, 
BECOMING 
A SURGEON, 
LETTING HIM 
TREAT ME. 


| 








i; 
f 


OH, REALLY? 


T WAS SURE 
IT WAS ANZAI- 
SENSEI, OUR 
FAMILY 
ooctor. 
‘oN 
\ wie 
Swe fl mp 
igh So 
) 
fi | Wy 
EVEN IF IT WERE 
ANZAI-SENSEI, 
YOU SHOULO 
KNOCK BEFORE 
ENTERING. 
v 
v 














_ eee 
~ ) | eer, 
y : GREET HIM 
: PROPERLY. 
: Lu 
on - enorver. 


YOU WERE 
THE ONE THAT 
ONII-SAN WAS 

PLAYING 
AROUND WITH 
EARLIER! 





}) 























OH, 
OER, 
; OH, 
“/\\— you've ( 
) AWS stowN your PEAR: 
, Z2\ EMBARRASS- 
\ ‘ ING SIDE. 
\ 2 tian 
| Lor 
S 
THE EMBAR- \ ° i 
RASSMENT ‘i 9 
WAS ALL your oo f | 
FAULT, APIMA! nel 
ef 





OTH OF YOU 
WERE IN THE 
GARDEN. 
































ONII-SAMA j 
JPR LOOKED LiKe i\ 
HE WAS q 
HAVING FLIN! \ 


























THANK YOU FOR 
EXAMINING MY 
BROTHER. 















YOU COULO SAY 
THAT HE LACKS, 
SOCIAL GRACES, 
THIS BROTHER 
OF MINE. 
































































































































A 

Z A ie 

= { 
od UNCLE WAS 

Ss + woRRIEO 
ASOUT YOU... 

\\ 
\ 
wr? 






































YOU SHOULD 
CONTINUE TO 
REST, SO 
SHALL I ASK 
EVERYONE 
NOT TO COME 
TO yOUR 
ROOM? 






SO PLEASE 
CONTINUE 
LOOKING 

AFTER HIM! 












































OH, 
THAT'S 
RIGHT. 
ONII- 
SAMA. 













WAS: 
HEP 
WELL, 
IT’S NOT 
SERIOUS. 
IT'LL HEAL 
QUICKLY. 





WHAT AN 
ENERGETIC 
LITTLE 
I THOUGHT 
you’o SAY 
THAT, SOT 
ALREADY 
TOLO THEM. 


SISTER! 





BECOMING | 
SOMEONE'S \ 


BRIDE, \ i / ) 
































aN 
/6/ 6/6 
\ 




















HAS IT 
BEEN 
DECIDED? 








NO, 





IS THAT 
SOP 





I OUST 


HEARD 
SOMETHING 
6000. 





ANO. 
BESIDES; 
SHE'S INTE- 
RESTING. 












HER FACE 
RESEMBLES: 
YOURS, BLT... 


PERSONALITY 
1S TOTALLY 
DIFFERENT. 

SHE HAS. 

CHARM. 








DON’T 














MAKE A 
ANYWAY, T’M FACE LIKE 
THAT! 
NoUBY ISNT RELAX. I’M NOT 
SERIOUS. GOING TO LAY 
A HAND ON MY 
MY BLOOD RAN FRIEND'S 

Exeo Youre LITTLE SISTER! 





HEAPO YOU FALL, 
SO SPECTACULAR- 
LY BEHINO ME. 








T'LL COME 
TOMORROW OR 
THE NEXT DAY TO 
MAKE SURE YOLIe 
WRIST AND ANKLE 
SPRAINS ARE 

HEALING. 










1'0 FORGOTTEN 
HOW CARELESS 
YOU ARE. 













ISN'T THAT 
WHAT YOU'RE 
SAYING? 


YOU REALLY 
ARE VERY 
STUBBORN. 


GET SOME 
REST. 


SOMEHOW 
HE LOOKED. 
AS IF HE WERE 
BROODING, SO 
I CAME TO SEE 
HIM WITHOUT 
KNOWING THE 
RIGHT ANS- 
WER...P 


MAYBE I'M 
THINKING 
TOO HARD. 


WHICH ONE IS 
IT, KUROKI...? 
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O0ES 
THAT MEAN 
WOMEN CAN 
PARTICIPATE IN 
ELECTIONS IN 
GERMANY?! 












ALL I HAVE 
TO 00 1S 
CONVINCE 










My 
ANNOYING 
OLDER 
BROTHER. 










HE'S THE 
FUSSIEST 


































WHEN IT 
COMES TO a 
PREPARING awed 

FOR A 
JOURNEY. YES, SEEMS. 
THAT A LAW 


oa ge 
es 


WAS PASSED 
TO THAT 
EFFECT OUST 
BEFORE I 


a 






— 


3 
_ = 








HINJUAGANT| 
| ONLYAMEN’ 
FCAN-VOTE 














= HAVE) 

PROGRES: 

ISEOMTHAT ri 
ES FARE. 


AK 
is GERMANY! 
es 


art 



















Year 121 








SINCE 
THE MEIJI 
RESTORA- 
TION, SO 
MUCH IN 
EVERYONE THE WORLD 
EMERGED HAS 
FROMTHE CHANGED. 
VORTEX OF 
THAT ERA 
RICHER AND 
FREER. 














oo. 

















“Justa note here about the Meiji Restoration and the era, With the Meili Restoration, power was 
restored to the efhperor (and taken from the Shogun). This shift was accompanied by a deliberate policy 
‘of uiizing technology developed in the Westin order to strengthen Japan economically and polticaly 
Le 





aa 





ee 


oe 











HE MUST BE 

THE SECOND: 

SON OF THE 
ARIMA 


FAMILY? \ 





THOSE TWO 
SEEMS LIKE 
THEY'RE 
HAVING FUN. 














YES, HE'S 
A SCHOOL 
FRIEND OF 











HE LOOKED 
AFTER MY INOUPY 
THE OTHER DAY, 
BUT... AFTER I'VE 
WAITED FOP HIM, 
HE SEEMS BUSY 
Now. 























IT's 
NOTHING 
UKE THAT. 










































































KIKUKO HAS: 
A SOMEWHAT 
EVEN OUTRAGEOUS 
THOUGH HE’S SIDE TO HER. 
HE® OLOER 
BROTHER'S 
i FRIENO, IT 
q WOULO BE 
: EMBARRASSING 
% TO DISPLAY 
a : SOMETHING LIKE 
THAT BEFORE 


=—_ | ANOTHER 
} FAMILY... 


SUCH 
APPEA- 
OOESN'T PANCES... 
SHE SUIT THE / 


YOUNG ARIMA’S 
TASTES? 








































































































nears 
















THIS MIGHT 
BE A GOOD 
OPPORTUNITY 
TO FORM A 
MATCH WITH 
THE ARIMA 
FAMILY. 











THAT'S 
LAUGHABLE. 
ARIMA ISN'T 
READY TO 
SETTLE 
OOWN YET. 










ARIMAL! 











HOW LONG 
00 YOU PLAN 
TO STAND 
. THERE 
I'M NOT __ TALKING? 
EXACTLY FREE, 
EITHER. HURRY 
ANO COME TO 
MY ROOM AND 
HAVE A LOOK 
AT MY FOOT. 









ALL THOSE 




























I’O Uke 

TO HEAR 

ABOUT 
THAT, 


2 













































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































THIS, 
“FREEDOM”: 
THAISTHEY PE" 
SEEKING: 
WHAT IS IP: 
REALLY WAN 
TO KNOW. 





~~ 


DISCOMFORT 
WHEN YOU 
MOVE IT? 









SHE WANTEO 

TO TALK TO 

ME ALITTLE 
LONGER. 


EARLIER, 
WHEN T WAS: 
CHATTING 
WITH KIKUKO- 
CHAN, YOU 
INTERRUPTED 
RATHER 
BRUSQUELY. 

















‘ OION’T 
you Hap YOU COME 


FOR MEP 















































+ REQUIRE 
FURTHER 
TREATMENT. 


WATE 
OIORTESANG 
SUSTINOW 2 


WHAT, 
KUROKIP 
\ WEREN'T YOU 
2 EAGER TO 
nN : Ne END THE 
TREATMENT? 


WHAT 
90 YOu 
THINK? tHat’s RIGHT. 
SHOULO WE 
CELEBRATE 
your 
RECOVERY? 













I’M SOReY, 
T DION’T QUITE 
HEAR YOU. 
WHAT DIO YOU 
SAyP 





































































era 2 Sal Ly 










































































































































































eZ 

































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































GREAT UNCLE 
SAW YOU ANDO 
KIKUKO- 
TOGETHER AND 
POINTED OUT 
THAT YOU WERE 
IN GOOD CiR- 
CUMSTANCES. 


| 





a cal 
CS j 
/{{ 00 you 


KNOW | 
WHAT THAT 
MEANS? 






THAT'S 
HOW IT IS, THE 
DISCUSSIONS 


HAVE BARELY 
BEGUN, BLT THE 


REST WILL 
GO QUICKLY. 





















































PLEASE 
DON’T COME 
ANYMORE, 


Gt SS SeMitey 
WORSE 
SCOMEOW, 
IiIg@SEEMSEAS) 
iF oe 
GABEENKIN| 
POVERWITit 
YOUR 





BECAUSE! 
WE ARE A 
NOBLE | 


I KNOW WHAT 


. WOLILD HAPPEN IF 
\.THEY WERE TO FIND 
\OUT THAT HE’S A 





TAKAHITO. 


010 you 


A YOUNG 
LADY OF 
MARRIAGEABLE 
AGE LIVES 
THERE AS: 
WELL, ISN'T 
THAT SOP 








WHAT'S. 
WRONG? DID 


IT SEEMS 
THAT YOU'RE 
ALWAYS 
OVER AT 
COUNT — 
KUROKI'S a 














REALLY? 









WHY 0O. 
YOU ASK? 




















I WAS ONLY ¥ SHE WAS A 
GOING THERE Se) seautieue 
BECAUSE T | \ FR | Younes 
WAS HAPPY oS TES | woman. 
TO BE RELU- 
NITEO WITH AN 


OLD FRIEND. 







THAT’S NOT 
THE ONLY 










I THOUGHT 
YOU WERE 
GOING OvER 
THERE FOR HER 
SAKE, BUT IT 
SEEMS THAT'S 
NOT TRUE? 















a‘ 


co 





_ 


. 


















































UNCOMFOR- 
TABLE WHEN 
YOU USE 
THAT WORD. 








I THOUGHT. 
YOU WERE NO- 
THING BUT A 


Sor 
tl RELIEVED YOU 
HAO THE SENSE 
MAKE THE TO CHOOSE 
MOSTOF — SUCH A 
THAT RELA- FRIEND. 
TIONSHIP. 













































































WHat 
ANO TENSE 
THNRINe EXPRESSION 
KING “ALWAYS ON 
wit am HIS PACE, 


worevine 
ABOUT? 

































































































































THAT'S 
RIGHT... 


OH... 









“WOULO YOU 






























































































































































MAKE LOVETO |-_—_4ag" 
MEIF TASKEO |=—<e * 


YOU TO...?” 




































































“IF IT WERE 
ME, COULD 
YOU DO ITP” 


1S HE THE 
TYPE OF 
6uY WHO 
WOULD SAY 
SOMETHING 
LIKE THAT? 


“A PARTING 
GIFT?” 





“BUT YOU 
WON'T DO IT.” 


IT WILL 
BECOME A 
QUESTION 
OF DUTY.” 

















a 
eee 


oO 


Se 
ae 


w ARE YOU, 
BY SOME, 
CHANCE...? 













































































LET'S GO OUT 
ANDO ORINK TO. 
CELEBRATE 


your 
RECOVERY! 


roo 
HEAR. 


IF COMING 
TO THE 
HOUSE IS A 
PROBLEM, T 
THOUGHT YOU 
WOULON’T BE 
BOTHERED IF 





OON’T YELL 
LIKE THAT. 


t 

q 
\ 
2 


\ 


SO THAT'S: 
WHY, 


Did you hear | 
what I told | 


| you the other | 


day?! 











ALL VERY WELL, 
BUT IF YOU 


I'VE HEARO 
YOU HAVE: 
ALMOST NO 
EXPERIENCE 

FUN 


HAVING 
OUTSIDE. 1S 


THAT TRUE? 






































I’M GOING 
OUT FOR A Fee 


| 4\ LITTLE WHILE. 



















































































+ DOES 
HE HAVE. 
PLANNED? }**. 


THIS IS THE 
GIST OF IT! 
vais. 
I 
EVEN WOREN, He THE GENERAL 
HAVE BEEN STATE OF 
tag GEN THE a AFFAIRS 
WELL, THAT'S “vote, T a > SINCE THE 
ANOTHER HEAGI! ag MEIJI PERIOD! 
MATTER 
ALTOGETHER. 
WOMEN 
UNDER- 
STANDING 
POLITICS?! 








TIN: The 
case of 
the assas- 
sination 
of Prime 
Minister 
Hara 
Takashi 
in Taisho 
Year 10. 





Ss 
HAHAHA! speciatty CLOSE 7 
ENOUGH WITH IS THE SELF- ‘O THE HOW'S IT 
THE FLOWERY | conscious UNIVER GOING? 
COMPLIMENTS, pocoonesbs SITy. ARE YOU 
KUROKI! $s > 
wo coke STUDYING? 
IS ITA E EVERY 
SPECIALTY Day TO 
“Oe OUST INOULGE IN Z 
ESPECIALLY OeBaTe. . 
ANNOYING? 
















































I's 
SO MUCH 
ey NOISIER 

y LIBERALISM." Lenin THe 
TOPIC OF 
THE OAYP 









































Wahiahe i 


WHAT, THE 
SAME AS 
ALWAYS? 





AND WHO'S 
THIS? A 
FRIENO OF 
YOURS? 


OOPS. YOU 
HAVE TO 
FORGIVE ME, 
SUGILRA. 


TODAY I'M 
KEEPING HIM 
TO MYSELF, 





WELL THEN, 
KUROKI. 
















ANO 
THAT'S 
WHY I'VE 
BEEN GOING 
TO PLAYS 
RECENTLY 


I COME 
HERE OFTEN. 













IT’S FUN TO 
SEE DAD AND 
ANIKI KNIT 
THEIR BROWS. 












2 WHAT 

00 you 
THINK WILL 
HAPPEN BY 






TELL— 
ING ME 
THATP 





BECAUSE IT’S 
SOMETHING YOU 
DON’T KNOW? 














WHAT 0O I 
ODO? I LEARN |=. 
THE FAMILY 
BUSINESS 
EVERY DAY... 








I OION'T 
MEAN THAT. 


I WANT TO. 
LEARN WHAT 
YOU FINO FUN. 


YOU WANT 
TO KNOW 
SOMETHING 
LIKE THAT? 
WHAT DO. 
1 90? 


EXACTLY. 


dvarh 





WHY? THE 
FEELING OF 
WANTING TO. 

KNOW ASOUT 
you... 


A FEELING 
I CAN'T 
ENDURE... 


HAS: 
SUODENLY 
SPRUNG INTO. 
BEING. 


|... WHEXG RE ATs 
NOISEMAD 

SHQOENBYG 

ISUBSIDEDS 


IYASKEO. 
USUAL 
IMESH AD, mE 


STORREDS 





ARE YOU 
AN IO1OT? 


AT THE SAME 
TIME, I WAS 
REMINDED 
OF MY 
DESPAIR. 


THAT'S WHAT 
ARIMA’S EYES: 
WERE TELLING 

ME. 


























WELCOME 
BACK, SIR. 











































ONII- youree 
SAMA, DIO STILL UP? WELCOME 
YOu 60 HOME! 
OUT WITH 
eRe ARIMA- Kup, 
TAKE | SAMAP : 
you? 1 
WANTEO Fe 
TO 60 
TOO! Un & 
Le | fe We 
Ve \ 
i. 
: 
_ : | 
\ | 
| 
_ 
_ LLL, 














KIKUKO... 








FOR 
“EXAMPLE, 





AREN'T 
you 





IPT. WERE 
~ KIKUKO; E 
“| COULD.CATCH 
/ THE LIGHT. 
WITHOLIT. 
DESPAIR, 
COULON‘T 








WHAT IS THE | 
MEANING OF r | 
THIS? A 
REQUEST 
FROM YOU 

















KUROKIL 




















TO START : V2)n iil : 
| _ maeriace (f° 
TALKS TODAY ( 
\ BETWEEN 
"| KIKUKO ANO aa \ 

ME?! y <' 













DION’T YOU TELL 
ME THE OTHER 
DAY THAT’S WHY N 
YOU DION’T 
WANT ME TO 
COME OVER?! 
















I THOUGHT 
YOU WOULO 
BE GOOD 
FOR HER. 





PARENTS ANO 
BEEN MARRIED 
\\ To uestaers. 














I THINK 
KIKUKO-CHAN 
IS A GOOD 


BUT ISN’T THIS 
STRANGE? I 
WANT TO KNOW 
YOUR REAL 
MOTIVE. 


BUT THAT'S. 
NOT THE 
ONLY 
REASON 
Twas 


IT WASN'T WORRIED. 


OUST THAT. 
I WAS 
PROBABLY... 


yay) 


i 


GIRL. IS THIS 


WHAT YOU 
REALLY 
WANT? 


N 
\ 


RIGHT 
AFTER 
THE DAY 
OF Oule 
REUNION, 
YOU MADE A 
FACE AS IF 
YOU WERE 
BROODING 
Over 
SOME- 


Ww THING. 
i. 


oe 


~ 
“AN\ \]; 











ONCE IS 
ENOUGH... 


mMaRey 
KIKUKO, 
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MARRY 
KIKUKO, 


WHY?! WHY 
WOULD YOU 
SAY SUCH 
A THING?! 


I'M... TM 
ATTRACTED 
TO you! 


DO YOU EVEN 
UNOERSTANO 
MY FEELINGS?! 











KUROKI SOUTA 





1 
Que. 
gong 
g ow 
$302 

> 
n= 


LIKE IT, THEN 
REFUSE. 


IF YOU OON’T 






































TAKAHITO- 
SAN. 


i 


rnin: 
oo 


IF YOU'LL BE 
ACCEPTING THE 
MARRIAGE TALKS 
WITH KIKUKO-SAN, 
THEN YOU MUST 
THINK ABOUT 
ENGAGEMENT 
My GIFTS, AMONG 
) \ OTHER THINGS. 
Wit 


| 


ALTHOUGH fs 
WE MAY BE OF 
LOWER STATUS, 
WE CAN'T / 
AFFORD TO 
00 ANYTHING 
IMPROPER. 





MOTHER, 1’ 
LISTENING. 


HYSTERIA 
1S BAO 
FOR YOUR 
HEALTH. 


OON'T TELL 

Ae YOU'RE 

ot ae ON 
REFUSING? 


ited 


ARE YOU 
LISTENING, 


TAKAHITO- 
SANP 


TM SURE 
THEY ARE. 


PLEASE 
RESPOND IN 
A TIMELY 


youre FATHER 
IS ALREADY 
PREPARED 


DON'T BRING 
DISGRACE ON : 
WO PCCEPT: 


THE ACIMA 
NAME. 


ANO PLEASE 


YA 


a 
. 


* 





y 
ARS 


WHATS THE 
RIGHT THING 


(LUROKI 


ok. 
ES 
—_ 
( 


















































ONI- 

SAMA. 
4 
a 























































































































WHAT ON 
EARTH ARE YOU 


THINKING? 

















ASOUT 
WHAT? 


4! 












































I’M TALKING 
ABOUT THE 


WHY ALL OF face Witt 
TALKS WITH 
PLEASE CALM i A SUDDEN?! — “4 
YOURSELF. = acta 





































WIFE OF SOME 
NOUVEAU RICHE 


IT’S MY 





OuTy TO 
ARRANGE 
«ANDO ALLOW YOU 46000 
MARRIAGE FOR 
TO BECOME THE MAY BELOVED 


OLD MAN? 


ARIMA-SAMA 
OOESN'T 
APPEAR TO BE 
INTERESTED. 






IN HIS SITUATION, 
HE’LL HAVE TO. 
TAKE A BRIDE AT 
SOME POINT, 














NATURALLY, 
AS THE 
HEAD OF 


THE KUPOKI 
FAMILY, 
















































3 





















oS 


oS 



























































SUT WHY 
ig DOES IT HAVE 
Oa TO ee ME? 




















« BECAUSE 
YOU'RE MY 
YOUNGER 
SISTER. 








BECAUSE 
YOU'RE MY 
YOUNGER 
SISTER. 





me 








ae: 

Pe} 

Bolo 

gees 
i 
Veoa 

nn 2 
tak Po 


ARIMA AND 
KIKUKO 
SHOULD HAVE 

A CHILO. 


ZF 


ALMOST AS IF 
MY BLOOD WERE 
RUNNING THROUGH 
ITS VEINS. 

















































































KIKUKO... 








ARIMA... 





































































































| N 

















\\ EVEN IF T:LINEO (UIP, 








SF 































































































































































































































ALL THE/RRORER, 
IF I WERE \ \ WORDSETHEY, 
TO EMBRACE WOULO'S TILL HAVE, 
THESE FEEL- THEIPSORDIO) 
INES... UNDERSIDE? 
“KUPOKI.”| ‘\ 
| \ | 
iN \i 
— 
S oe 
_ | 
Cs : oo. 
| — 
| - I WOULO 
/ . 4 Onty ge 
: - _ CLINGING 
: . _ | TO WHAT 
L _ | WOULD HAVE Le 
/ S| “ CALLED, : 
we ub Lo _ 
We “YOUTHFUL _ 
: — INOISCRETION.” fi 
CS _ oo. 
. — 
a4 ee 














-F-DION= 
SEE ARIMA... 














soFOR A LITTLE 
OVER A MONTH 
AFTER THAT. 
































MY EXCUSE 
WAS THAT 
Iwas 
Over- 
WHEL MED 
WITH WORK 
GeaLity EVERY DAY, 
Twas 
AFRAID 
OF My 
WAVERING 
FEELINGS... 


WHAT'S THE 
MATTER? 


HOW'S IT 
GOING WITH 
THE WORK YOU'RE 
IN CHARGE OF? 
YOU SEEM LIKE 
YOU'VE GOTTEN 
USED TO IT. 


THANKS TO 
ALL YOUR 
6000 
AOVICE. 


BY THE WAY, 
HOW ARE THE 
MARRIAGE 
TALKS FOR 
KIKUKO 
GOING? 


I 
WAS JUST 
THINKING 


I S€€. IT 
CERTAINLY 
1S HOT, 


HAHAHA! 


MAYGE T 
SHOULON’T 
ASK YOU 
THAT. YOU 
SEEM DEEP IN 
THOUGHT. 





..I WON'T SAY 
THERE HASN'T 
BEEN ANY 
PROGRESS, 
BUT... 


DOES THE 
HEAD OF 
THEY'RE VERY BUSY THE ARIMA 
AS WELL, SO T FAMILY 
OION'T WANT TO = FAVOR THE 
FORCE THE ISSUE f MARRIAGE? 
WITH THEM, 


PROBLEM? 


AT ANY 
RATE, WHAT 1 
STRANGE THAT'S 


FINE, IF 
AUGUST IS. CLOUDS: THAT'S 


Over, BUT THE 
EVERY EVENING, euT iT ieHT CASE, 
IT’S LIKE THE BE BETTER TO 
TROPICS. || RESOLVE THINGS 
S QUICKLY, OR 
THE TALKS 
INGHT COME 
a TO NOTHING. 





I's 
A TRULY 
STRANGE 


SKY, 


YOU'D SAY THE 
SUN'S ALREADY 
GONE DOWN, 


AND IT’S RED 
AS IF IT WERE 
BURNING. 


ee 





































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































KUROKI. 


AS THE 
HEAO OF THE 
FAMILY, IT 
WAS LOGICAL 
FOR ME TO 
APOLOGIZE TO 
YOU FIRST, 


BUT I WANTED 

TO SPEAK TO 

KIKUKO-CHAN 
FIRST. 


I’M NOT 
GOING TO 
MARRY 
KIKUKO- 
CHAN. 


Iwas 
TOLD 1'0 BE IN 
TROUBLE IF T 
DION’T COME 
SPEAK TO YOU 
ANO TELL 
YOU SO. 





I HONESTLY 
DON’T KNOW 
HOW YOU FEEL 
ABOUT ME. 


IT. MIGHT BE : a 
NCONGET ON : TAKE THIS HANO 
ART, BLT... ee ae , 
T CERTAINLY SENS Zz I'M OFERINE: 
THINK YOU eee : : 
OON’T HATE 
Me. 


I CAN'T 
GUARANTEE 
youe 
HAPPINESS 
IF YOU TAKE 
THIS HAND... 





KUROKI 
OPEN UPL 


UN» 


\ 5 W\\ & ' 
Ne, 12 


WANTING YOU 
TO TAKE THIS 


HAND IS MY 
SELFISHNESS. 


KUROKIP! 


KUROKI! 














































I UNOER- 

















STAND 
AgOUT 
TT's uN-  KIKUKO. 
FORTUNATE, 
SUT IT CAN'T 
BE HELPED. 
I PRAY THAT ie 
YOU WILL FINO Sd » \ f wy 
A SUITABLE —_— in 
WIFE. 


KUROKI...! 







































































THIS 1S 
GOOD0-8YE. 


AT SOME 
POINT, THIS. 
WILL MAKE A 
FUNNY STORY. 




























































































































IT’S HOT 
AGAIN 
TODAY! 


It’s 
GETTING 


TO BE TRULY 
UNPLEASANT! 
























































LET’S PUT 
IT OUT 
BEFORE IT 
SPREADS TO 
MOTHER'S 
ROOM! 










SOUTA- 
SAMA, HAVE 
YOU BEEN 
INJURED? 


KIKUKOL 

























































































































1S SPREADING 
THROUGH 


TOKYO 
BECAUSE OF 
THE WINDS 





WAIT, ONII- 


T 
ARIMA’S HOUSE 
IN THAT APEA? 
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-Fifth- 




















THIS LIN- 
PRECEDENTED 
DISASTER 
BROUGHT 
ABOUT 
CHANGES: 
TO EVEN THE 
MOST CYNICAL. 


OUST IN TIME! 
WOULO YOU MINO 
HELPING ME OUT 
BY CARRYING 
THIS? 


SEPTEMBER IST, 
TAISHOU YEAR 
12. A GREAT 
EARTHQUAKE 
STRUCK THE 
KANTO REGION 
AT MIDDAY 
AND CAUSED 
THE LOSS ENORMOUS 
OF OVER DAMAGE, 
100,000 
LIVES 





RATHER 
THAN HELPING, 
IT’S WE WHO 
THE YOUNG SHOULD BE 
MISTRESS — DOING THIS! 
DOING SUCH 






UT IN 
THIS KINO OF 
SITUATION, T 
CAN'T REMAIN 
A YOUNG. 
MISTRESS.” 






WOULD EXPLAIN 
IT TO YOUR 
LATE FATHER! 








WE'LL ALSO. 
BE HELPING 
OUT WITH THE 
INJURED, 


I WANT TO 0O 
WHAT I CAN, 
EVEN IF IT’S 

ONLY MANUAL 

Lagor. 





















People he 
a) WHO'VE LOST |heais 
BAY THEIS HOMES 
e| AND ARE 
\ SUFFERING... 






LIKE FLOWER- 
ARRANGING ANDO. 
PLAYING THE 
KOTO SEEM 
COMPLETELY 
USELESS. 















































YES... 
sorry 











FOR MY 
ABSENCE. 
I'VE LEFT IT 
TO OTHERS, 

eur I’M 

GOING TO 

HELP AS 











Noe P 
NS ”) 
mare 








S&S 


S| 


SAMA AGAIN? 















WERE YOU 
SEARCHING 
FOR ARIMA- 


I'M NOT ONLY 
LOOKING FOR 


T HEARO THAT 
ARIMA-SAMA'S: 


YES, HE'S 
THE ONLY ONE 
WHOSE WHERE- 
ABOUTS ARE > 
LINKNOWN, FAMILY SAFE? 


HE'S ALIVE 
qd SOMEWHERE. 

















OON’T TALK 
FOOLISHNESS. 
YOU'D NEVER 
HEAP THE ENO 
OF IT FROM 
GREAT UNCLE. 


* 
we 


LISTEN, 
ONII- 
I've GOTTEN SAMAL 
SO QUICK AT 
ROLLING BAN- 
DAGES, MAYBE 
T'LL BECOME 
A NURSE! 







































































THAT'S 
TRUE, 
eur... 


BUT 
WITH OU 
IMPERIAL 
ICAN’T — CAPITAL IN 
HELP BUT 
THINK THAT 
MANY THINGS: 
WILL CHANGE. 


IT WON'T 
CHANGE 
UNLESS IT’S 
DESTROYED. 
THIS 1S 
FOOLISH 
TALK. 


oe 









IT WOULD BE 
STRANGE IF HE 
WERE SAFE 
ANDO DION’T 
CONTACT US... 


FOR HIM, BUT 
IN ANY CASE, 
UNDER THESE. 
CONDITIONS... 


NNeow 





WELL... AS 


TO ARI- 
I MEAN, 
TAKAHITO- 


| KUN’S WHERE- 


ABOUTS... 




















I'VE BEEN 
WORRYING 
AND SEAP- 











IT WAS I WHO 
REFUSED THAT 
OUTSTRETCHED 
HAND THAT DAY, 
eur... 


«TO WANDER: 
AROUND LOOKING 
FOR HIM AT THIS 
LATE DATE IS: 
FOOLISHNESS, IS 
WHAT TI THINK. 








wNO, 
OBVIOUSLY 
I’M JUST 
SEARCHING 
FOR MY 
FRIEND. 








I’M STILL 
TRYING TO 
PRETEND 
THAT... 

















AT THIS POINT 


I'VE BECOME 
DESPERATE. 


ARE REALLY 
HURTING IN 


TO KEEP 
LOOKING 
ALITTLE 
LONGER. 


HOW AM I 
60ING TO 
FIND\HIM... 


























WHEN I DETERMINED i 
TO PUSH ASIDE MY \ INDERSTAND 
REGRETS... HOW IT BECAME) 
LIKE THIS? / 




















YOUNG IT REALLY 
MASTER Is your 
SOMEBODY, 
WASN'T IT?’ 


ARIMA'S 
FRIENO!! 








IT SEEMS THAT 

ARIMA'S FAMILY 

KNEW NOTHING 
ABOUT IT... 






AND HE HAS. 
ALOT ON 
HIS MINO. 





































































THAT ARIMA, 
HE HASN'T 
BEEN HOME 
ONCE YET. 






























BUT THE 
TRUTH IS, HE 
OOESN’T 
HAVE THE 
TIME. 



























HERE'S THE 
PLACE. 
eo 

SURE WAS 

WORRYING 

| || agour you. 
SEEMS THAT 

THE FIRST 

ARIMA... THING HE O10 
WAS TO GO 
SEE IF YOU 


WERE SAFE. 













































































ARIMA, YOUR 
FRIEND HAS 
COME TO 
VISIT- 





| (ik 
\\ (? @ 
WY ~ i 


















































I THOUGHT FOR 
SURE THAT 
SOMETHING... 
SOMETHING... 


I'VE BEEN 
LOOKING FOR 
YOU ALL THIS. 

TIME... 














3D S 1 ay - 
cea 
\. Ne VAIN \ 
A t/| 
SSS 
SS 














wd REUNION 
EMBRACE. 


HAON’T 
LOOKED 
FOR YOU, 


IT WOULON’T 
HAVE BEEN 
ABLE TO 
COME SEE 


YOU SHOULON’T 
BE MAKING SUCH A 
TROUBLED FACE. 





THAT GOES: 
FOR YOU, 
TOO, 


SEARCHING 

FOR ME LIKE 

THAT, DION’T 
YOU THINK YOU 
WERE CONTRA- 
DICTING YOUR- 


DOUBTS... 


MAY: HAVE 
HAQ,NOTHING 
BUT, MY 













y) 


Za 
7 
NAIC: 
NN} 


I'M 6LAO 

I STUOIED 

Because MEDICINE, 
ever 


THOUGH I’M 
INEXPERIEN- 
CED, I STILL 
UNDERSTAND: 
HOW TO. 


SO IN THE 
ENDO THAT STUFF 


| AB8OUT A TRASH 


BARGE WAS 
JUST A JOKE, 


WHAT 
pO you 
MEAN... 
INEXPE- 
RIENCED...? 


I HAVE ZERO 
EXPERIENCE. 


THAT RUMOR WAS 
SOMETHING T 
SPREAD MYSELF 
SO I COULD 


ESCAPE FROM 
MARRIAGE TALKS. 





BEFORE THIS, 
I HAON’T 
MADE LOVE 
TO A WOMAN... 








UNDER 
THESE 
CIRCUMS- 






fies 






H 


’ 
ca 


} 





BUT... IT'S 
ACTUALLY 
NOT BAD. 





oO 


OR MAYBE 
SOON... 


Be 
WILL YOU 
BE HERE FOR 4 Gnivoue. 
A WHILEP } ARE YOUR WAY HOME. 
HIPS ALL i 
RIGHT? 
YES, THAT'S 











(ms 


aohg the Cicero, Mh Sim Filtering ThrouglyEND 
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EVERYONE-FELT: 
THAT#A, NEW; ECA 
“HADIBECLN’ 



























































AS THE'LIGHT 
BEGAN TO 
FILTER THOOUGH 
\ THE SHADQW 
CAST BY THE 
GREAT KANTO 
EARTHQUAKE, 





/ 


THANKS, 
SENSEI! 





OH! YOU 
CAME?! 

















IT’S NOT 
“COUNT” 
ANYMORE. 


YES, I WAS 
FINALLY ABLE 
TO SPEAK TO 

ALL OF THE 

RETAINERS. 


INDEED, 
INOEEDP 





THE HARDEST 
TASKS SEEM 
TO GET BI6- 
GER ALONG 
THE WAY. 









































IT SURE IS 
HARD BEING 
THE HEAO OF 
THE FAMILY. 


EVEN SO, 
MOST OF THEM 
ARE STAYING, 
ISN'T THAT SO? 





a: 


BY THE WAY, IS 
KIKUKO-CHAN 
DOING WELL IN 
GERMANY? 







YOU'RE STILL 
TALKING LIKE 
THAT... THAT. 
CERTAINLY 
1S NOT CUTE 



























YES, IGOTA 
LETTER FROM. 
HER THE OTHER 
DAY SAYING SHE 
WAS INVOLVED 
WITH A STRONG- 
WILLEO MAN 
WHO'S STUDY- 
ING MEDICINE. 





HOW LIKE 
KIKUKO- 
CHAN. 
























BUT AREN'T 
YOU LONELY 
WITH YOUR 
PRECIOUS 
YOUNGER 
SISTER 
ABROAD? 

















UNFORTU- 
NATELY, I OON’T 
HAVE TIME TO 
BASK IN SEN- 
TIMENTALITY, 
IT’S A SMALL 
MERCY. 













THAT'S. 
WHAT T LOVE 
ABOUT YOU. 


To Where the Light is Shining/END 


Thank you for reading! This is my first 
period piece. I bought so many books for 
research, but if 1 made mistakes, I’m 
very Sorry... 

But because about half of the books I 


bought weren’t really helpful, I have a 
feeling I only read them out of interest. 


This is Kind of a behind the scenes thing, 
but..at first, Kuroki-kun was more seriously 
injured, and 1’d really planned to have Arima 
and Kikuko get married (as camouflage)...but 
various things happened! (LOL) 


There were various things that were hard, 
but if you enjoyed it even a little, T’'ll be 
happy. 


Miyoshi Ayato 
Thanks! 
Mami-san, Managing Editor-san, and you! 


Twitter: m_ayato 
Blog=http://am800.8g0.Lomo. jp 
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